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ATTACHMENT TO HUL-W-370

State Department Policy Information
Statement for USIA (ARA-T3)

Jenuary 5, 1954
FR THCOMING ANTI-COMMUNIST MEETING

1. Recent reporte from Mexico indicate that the Frente Popular
Anti-Comuniste de Mexico (Popular Anti-Communist Front of Mexico) is
planning a hemisphere-wide meeting to be held in Mexico City from Febru-
ary 5-7 for the purpose of unifying hemisphere support against Communist
infiltration. The report claims that the conference will be financially
supported by the Mexicen Goverment and that Senators Wiley and McCarthy
will attend the meeting. '

2. This group has been kncwn to the Department and the Embassy in
Mexico Oity since 1949. On occasion it has cooperated with the USiA in
the distribution of non-attributed anti-Communist material.

3. Its leaders are Jorge PRIETO LAURENS and Florencio AVILA Sanchez.
Information made available to the Depertment states that Prieto Laurens,
president of the &gont, is considered to '.:]

l:' &f Avila, the Secretary o blic Relations for the
Front, called on Secretary Dulles and Assistant Secretary Cabot in April,
1953. At that time he outlined the plans for a proposed anti~Communist
conference to be held in Mexico City in November. He did not ask for
monetary support (although he showed himsgelf receptive to getting some
funds) but urged that an unofficial delegation from the United States
attend the conference. He was informed that the question of any official
U. S. participation would have to be studied.

Le In Jguy, 1953,E : gof‘ the Mexican Embassy
called in person at the Department to discus¥ Avila. He stated that dis-
quieting information had reached him concerning Avila's behavior in the
United Statess He described some "fantastie schemes" which Avile had
been "discussing with various persong in the United States". He em-
phasized that Avila had no official status whatsoever, that the offi-
cial passport he had, had been declared invalid and added that ®if the
United States Immigration Authorities should catch up with him (Avila),
the Mexicans would have no objection." He left a note with the Depart-
ment stating that it had come to his attenticon that Avilz, who was then
in the United States on an expiged officisl passrort, had been attempt-
ing to solicit funds for a conference to be held in Mexico City. The
Mexican note stated that the Embassy was disturbed by this activity since
it feared that people in the United States nizht be duped into supporting
this organization especially since Avila identified himself as a Special
Ambassador and Personal Represent:tive of the President of Hexico, which
identification, the Embassy etated, was absolutely false.




5S¢ In October, when information reached the Uepartment that the
Front was plannin%eto hold en enti-Communist meeting in Mexico City cn

November 20, the Uepartment requested information from cur imbassy in

Mad co City concerning the conference and recomnendeaticns ss Lo pessible
Us S. participation. The Embasgy reply was basically negative. .The
Embassy had no positive fnformation indicating that smy of the other
fnerican republics were plenning to participste officially in the meeting
or were planning to lend financial assistance. The Embassy also pointed
out that s meeting of this type would have little chance of being success~
ful unless 1t wer: well oryanized by a cara.le snd ressonsible organi~
zaticn. The inmbazsy also questioned the over-aeil eifectiveness of a meet-
ing ol this kinde

6e In answer to a latter frum Senator wiley, who had b.eu contscted
directly by Prieto Laurens, *+he Lepeartumcent informed Senator 1lay that
the Unlted States Covernmeit wo.ld not participate in the conference which
the Front had planned in Novembere Our Embassy previously Lsd been ine
structed to inform Prieto Lsurens of this position.

Te Our private position is thst the Front and its leaders have shown
themselves to be highly unrelisble and unpredictavle snd as a consequence
the United States Government does not wish to becoue officially identie
fied with the group or officialiy periicipate in its proposed meeting.
Mthough present indications do not indicate: that the proposed rneeting,
if held, will e effective, should It result in the ectivation of privste
anti-Communist groupe in the Jemisphere, this would be useful snd would
contribute to the attainment of u.. &S, foreign policy objectives in the
area, :

8+ Our public ;osition is thet we are, of ccurse, interested in ygen-
uine efforts to combat Communist intervention, ass avidenced by our propo=-
85l that this subject be co asidered by &1l of the American republics at
the forthcoming Tenth Inter-American Conference. (A State Lgpartment
Polioy Information Stutement for USIA will be iasued shortly cn this U, S,
proposal.) Since a private organization is calling the meeting, it should
be made clesr thst any U, S. citizens who psrticipats do so as private
citizens. If the gonference is helc and private anti~Cormmist organie .
zations in the other American republics are strengbhened or activated, it
will further U, 8, foreign poiicy objectives to lend encoursgement to
such movements, although care should be taken to identify the United
Stetes with them aince their effectiveness might thercby bo lessened.




